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2. Effects of French Revolution on European history
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as a legacy of the Napoleonic Era? Explain youwans
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history.” Comment on the validity of this statement
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7. How was Europe, other than France, affected by NapoBonaparte up to his
downfall? (1992)
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Various Interpretations

Talleyrand (representative of France in the Congress of Vienna)

1. “His genius was unbelievable. It is the most astung career that has been
witnessed for the last thousand years. He wasiobrtthe most extraordinary
man | ever saw, and in my opinion the most extriaargy men that has lived for
many centuries.”

J.C. Herold, The Mind of Napoleon

1. “Hitler appealed to hatred; Napoleon, to honouNapoleon, in his historic
action left positive achievements behind him. kimlHitler, he left Europe not
in ruins but brought it up-to-date. Even where desius failed his purpose, its
nature was such that it cooperated willy-nilly withe constructive forces of
history; the unification of Germany and of Italjhet spread of democratic
liberalism might not have been in accord with hisentions, but they most
certainly owned much to his action. And as a maid a symbol he pushed
back the limits of human capabilities. It may beoatly process for humanity to
produce Napoleons, but if humanity should ever €gagroduce them it would
be a sign that its energies are exhausted.”

Kropotkin (Russian anarchist and historian in the late 19th century) The Great
French Revolution

1. “The French Revolution left a legacy on the priteipof communism.
Throughout the French Revolution, the communisa ikigpt coming to the front.”

2. “The French Revolution brought about the abolittdrserfdom and absolutism.”

F.M.H. Markham, Napoleon and the Awakening of Europe

1. “The Revolution of 1789 had been, not one but tteieeultaneous revolutions,
social, administrative and political. In 1800, french people were prepared to
abandon the political revolution in order to comdate the other two.”

R.A. Nisbet, The Two Revolutions

1. *“The French Revolution was the most important leingistorical event in
Europe’s history after the fall of Rome.”

2. “The (French) Revolution became an obsessive mdéatelthe 19th century
revolutionaries who admired its unique blend of poand freedom of power and
equality, of power and fraternity, and of power aedson.”
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Effects of French Revolution on European
History

According to R. Nisbet, the French Revolution Wiee most important single
historical event in Europe’s history after the fafl Rome”. It was “the first great
ideological revolution in Western history”.

The French Revolution was not a local event. nfluenced profoundly not only
the people of France but also those of Europe lamavorld. The French Revolution
stood for certain principles and those were ‘LipeEquality and Fraternity’. The
example of France became the inspiration of EummE even of the whole world.
These ideas dominated the European politics thimutgthe 19th century and after.
France became the cradle of revolution in Europeak said that “whenever France
sneezes, the whole Europe catches a cold”.

A. On the international side

1. Growth of nationalism—rise of nationalistic move ments
a. French Revolution’s contribution

I. Prior to the French Revolution the loyalty of thebles and the love of
people for the king had taken the place of pasioti The French
Revolution substituted the idea of the French mafiw that of the French
Kingdom.

ii. Because of the French Revolution, the overthroatsblute rule, Louis
XVI, with the subsequent establishment of the Fspublic of France and
the Declaration of the Rights of Man helped spribaddea of nationalism,
i.e. people should be loyal to the state, not éoking.

iii. The declaration of the 11 June 1792 that “the Fktheé is in danger’ led to
an outburst of the national feeling which inspiFgence to resist her
enemies.

b. Napoleon’s influence

Because of the Napoleon’s influence, his conquearoohtries made people have
strong feeling of independence. The aggressidarance in other countries of
Europe provoked the feeling of nationality amongnth This led to the growth

of anti-French feeling against the French ruletaty] Portugal, Spain, Prussia,
Russia and Austria. The idea of national unitydmetp grow.

c. Result

i. Spain and Portugal: It was the growth of a national feeling among the
Spaniards and the Portuguese which enabled thendrit@ out the
Napoleonic armies from the Peninsula.
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Prussia: It was the same spirit which enabled the Russtanfollow a
scorched earth policy in 1812. The same feelingationality helped the
revival of Prussia. The defeat of Napoleon in Battle of Waterloo also
illustrated the importance of unity of Prussian ded to the growth of
German nationalism.

Poland: The same idea gave a lot of headache to Russsca@unt of the
unsuccessful efforts of the Poles to achieve thdgpendence.

Italy: During 1814-15, Napoleon put his plan into preetand proclaimed
the Union of Italy. He was however defeated bu¢ ibdea that he
proclaimed did not die. In this way, the Napoleoregime had infused
new life into Italy and given an impulse to unionhigh had been
strengthened on many a battlefield.

The above shows the increasing threat from nat®mal Nationalism had
become known to many European countries. The ¢ravitsuch ideas would
impose a menace to the rule of absolute kings. t Whg they held the meeting in
order to curb the spread of these ideas.

2. Growth of liberalism-rise of anti-absolutism

a.

C.

French Revolution’s contribution

The Declaration of Rights of Man by the Nationak&sibly emphasized the
fact that sovereignty resides in the people anddaive expression of the
general will. The French Revolution asserted thatpeople should rule
themselves and the government should be not ontlhéopeople but also

by the people. It was recognized that sovereigiaty not only a property
of which the owner enjoyed the profits, but a magcyy established for the
performance of certain duties.

By the slogan of “liberty, equality and fraternifyfeople started to believe
that all men are free and equal by birth who caupby freedom of speech,
press and religion.

Napoleon’s influence

By some Napoleonic codes, people in France and otmguered states could
taste liberty, enjoy voting rights and elect assesb Such policies made
people believe that the machinery of the Statetawagork in such a way as to
bring the greatest good to the people.

Results

The liberal movements from 1815 to 1848 in Cenfatope, such as the
establishment of constitutional government in FAeys&rance, Sardinia,
Italian states and even Austria-Hungarian Empiréhen late 19th century,
all illustrated the great impact of French Revauti
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il.  The result was that serfdom, feudal restrictions e limitations imposed
by the guilds were abolished. Religious toleratwas assured. The
freedom of press was established and the righthef general mass to
education was maintained. The most outstandingnpla was the
Vindication of the Rights of Woman in which Mary Wollstonecraft asserted
that women should enjoy equal rights with men.

iii. It cannot be denied that even the benevolent despmth as Catherine the
Great of Russia, Frederick the Great of Prussia Jos#ph Il of Austria
recognized the necessity of improving the conditanthe people even
before the French Revolution, but that was notgieerally accepted view
of the Governments of Europe.

3. Growth of humanitarianism
a. Reason

As a result of the rise of liberalism due to therfah Revolution, 10 century
Europe witnessed the growth of humanitarianism.

b. Result

I. Efforts were made to abolish slavery and improve tlondition of the
prisons. The abolition of the slave trade in tlen@ress of Vienna was an
example.

ii.  Serfdom was also abolished in Spain and Italy itespf a temporary
triumph of reaction. It was closely pressed in r@Gamy after 1811 and
disappeared in that country definitely in 1848. 1861, Russia was
compelled to emancipate her serfs and the war @B 18t an end to
serfdom in the Balkan Peninsula.

lii. The work of enfranchisement begun by the Frenclsgrda in 1789, was
continued in Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Germany &ustria by the armies
of Napoleon.

Iv. Legislation was passed in many countries to imprinecondition of the
people in general.

4. Growth of Romanticism <& = &

The French Revolution also helped the revival ofiaaticism by the assertion of
individualism, the defiance of tradition and théaédishment of human life on a
basis of pure feeling. The influence of the FreR#volution can be seen in
Victor Hugo’s Les Miserable, Southey’'sJoan of Arc, Wordsworth’sPrelude,
Shelley’sMask of Anarchy, Goethe’sFaust and in the early works of Coleridge.

5. Growth of communism
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The French Revolution left a legacy on the priresplof communism.
Throughout the French Revolution, the communisa ikept commit to the front.
During the French Revolution, a revolutionary lead®bespierre, declared that
only the superfluitge9f of foodstuffs was to become the articles of commentd
what was necessary belonged to all. The commuri$énml793 with its
affirmation of the right of all to sustenance andhe land for its production. It
denied the right of any one to hold more land th&hand his family could
cultivate and attempted to communalise all trade iaaustry. Therefore, the
French Revolution was the source and origin oftld present communist,
anarchist and socialist conceptions.

6. Replaced Britain as a leader in liberal movements

It is obvious that France became the spokesmamediiman race and the idea of
liberty became the watchword and charter of allréfermers and revolutionaries.
Liberty became a universal creed. Not only perkdibarty was secured but
efforts were made to achieve political liberty. ths respect England led the
way and France was next to her.

7. Initiation of the use of terror

R. Nisbet also points out the Reign of Terror waes origin of “the peculiarly

modern connotations of treason and subversiort.’'wak in these terms that
19th century revolutionaries, such as Bakunin, d¢qutify the use of terror. It
is a justification that continues in the 20th cents- in the works of Lenin and

Trotsky, of Stalin, Hitler and Mao.

8. Sowed the seeds of total war

The resisting activities of the Spanish proved thathole people was more
powerful than disciplined armies. The idea of “tieion in arms’ was a great
contribution to the world. In this respect therkaie Revolution had nurtured, in
significant ways, the appearance of the conceptabél war or ‘great war’
nowadays.

9. Decline of religious influence in politics

E. Burns remarks that the Revolution “furnished racpdent for an ultimate
divorce of religion from politics, not only in Frea but in other countries as
well.” The Civil Constitution of the Clergy, thewfiscation of the property of
the church, and the taking away of educational @ratitable functions held by
the Church were severe blows to the Church. Howete revival to the

Church led to severe struggles between the cleandl the anti-clerical which
were to bedevil the French politics into thé"2@ntury”.
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B. On France

1. Strengthened France
a. During the French Revolution:

i.  The French Revolution made France stronger andppross. Formerly,
there was scarcity of food and commodities in m@anys of France, but as a
result of the Revolution, France began to produagchmmore of the
necessaries of life of every kind than in 1789. vétevas there in France
such an energetic ploughing as in 1792 when thegms ploughed the
lands they had taken back from the lords, the astsvand the churches.
They goaded their oxen.

ii. For the first time in centuries, the peasant asefilj straightened his back
and dared to speak out. A new nation was bornwast owing to this new
birth that France was able to maintain wars unaerépublic and Napoleon
could carry the principles of the Great Revolutiato Switzerland, Italy,
Spain, Belgium Holland, Germany and even to thel&ar of Russia.

b. After the French Revolution

I.  After all those wars, people expected France irb18Dbe reduced to misery
and her land laid waste, what was actually found that there was more
prosperity in France than in the time of Louis XVIL.The energy
regenerated by the Revolution was so great thad flew years France
became a country of well-to-do peasants. Her eeefaund that in spite
of all the blood she had shed and the losses dhesinstained, France, in
respect of her productivity, was the richest copirtrEurope.

ii.  Unlike Britain, her wealth was not drawn from thadies or from her
foreign commerce. It came from her own soil, frtme love of the soll
and from her own skill and industry.

2. Abolition of serfdom and absolutism

Personal liberties were conferred upon individualsjreamed of by the serf of
the lord and the subject of the absolute king. @abelition of serfdom and
absolution begun in France in 1789 and slowly spaaer Europe in the course
of a century.

3. Change of family law

The family underwent profound change in law dutimg Revolution. In a law of
1792 marriage was designated a civil contract awral grounds for divorce were
made available. The authority of the father ceadeeh the children reached legal age.
In 1793 the age of maturity was fixed at 21. Relai between the family and its
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domestic dependents were put upon a contractuel. bas
4. A great blow to absolute monarchy

a. It was a powerful blow to absolute monarchy. Itugiot a symbolic end to
the century-long dynasty by the establishment eé@ublic. Thenceforth
few kings dared to claim an unlimited authority.or Example, when Louis
XVIIl was restored in 1814, he promised a consbtutwvhich was based on
that of the French Revolution and which persisted the Restored
Monarchy.

b. The Constitutions of 1791, 1793 and 1795 were tayreat extent
incorporated into the Constitution of the Restorbtbnarchy. The
reorganization of the central government such asestablishment of the
Committee of Public Safety improved administrataféciency. The local
governments were reorganized with considerable poime the other hand,
the feudal institutions of the Ancient Regime weestroyed.

5. Rise of liberal movements due to the growth of liberalism

a. The turmoil during the Revolution seemed to createtendency of
revolution. The French were so politically conssi@and so easily agitated
that Revolutions broke out in 1830, 1848 and 1&/HErance.

b. The idea that people had the right to overthrowr th@vernment which was
born in the French Revolution contributed to latarolutions. Liberty was
the activating force behind numerous insurrectams so-called revolutions
between 1800 and 1850. France became the craddgatition in Europe.

c. It was said that “whenever France sneezes, theewBarope catches a
cold”.

6. Rise of factional struggle

a. During the Revolution, different political partiesnerged. For instance, by
1793, there were 5000 to 8000 political clubs. Blreiggles between the
different parties led to political instability noinly during the Revolution
but also in the 19th century.

b. The emergence of the Rights (Legitimists, OrleaniBbnapartists etc.) and
the Lefts (Jacobins, Republicans etc.) led to segtuggles between the
Monarchists and the Republicans, and among therdiit factions of the
Monarchists up to mid 1880s. The Napoleonic Legeontributed to the
rise of Napoleon lIl.

The 19th century European history was over shadowed by movements inspired by
ideologies such as romanticism, individualism, humanitarianism, nationalism and
liberalism. Regime of Napoleon, who was the child of French Revolution, in this
sense could be regarded as beginning of modern history, or in other words, the 19th
century Western history was but a legacy of Napoleonic era.
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Discuss the significance of the French Revolution for
France and Europe. (for reference only)

The French Revolution was an epoch-making eventhén history of Europe. Its
influence existed through most of the years of8th century and was felt in other
countries besides France.

Political effectson France

The French Revolution was an important step in Eweopean-wide anti-feudal
movement. It swiftly put an end to all the feudalvieges, laws and institutions of
France. It dealt, first of all, a powerful blowabsolute monarchy. The restoration of a
Bourbon to the throne of France in 1814 only forttiesl bourgeoisie to continue their
struggle to hold their basic legal and politicaghtis that they had gained in the
Revolution. In 1830 they succeeded in driving du¢ Bourbons and installed a
“citizen king”, Louis Philippe. They took a furthetep in 1848 by driving him out
when he proved too conservative. In 1870 they liirsdt up a democratic republic in
France.

Secondly, the Revolution destroyed nearly all toimmants of a decadent feudalism,
including serfdom and aristocratic privileges. lartular, the attempt at the
separation of church and state provided a precddettte ultimate divorce of religion
from politics, not only in France but in other ctrigs as well.

Thirdly, educational reforms and codification ofetHaws were prepared by
revolutionary leaders. Napoleon later consolidabese gains which laid the basis for
future developments.

Finally, the French Revolution made nationalismadlrprevailing force in France.

The French people were proud of their achievemants they were determined to
protect what they had achieved: all these gave tose fanatical patriotism

exemplified in the battle song of the Marseillaidéoreover, the “levee en masse”
mobilized the whole nation for war. Workers, peasand bourgeoisie citizens alike
rallied to the slogan “Liberty, Equality and Fratigy” as to a holy cause.

Economic effects on France

The French bourgeoisie gained more economically filee Revolution than did any
other class. It secured the abolition of the mayinjustices of the Ancient Regime.
For instance, tax privileges of the aristocracy evabolished; local, and provincial
tolls were wiped off and indirect taxes on consurgeods were cancelled. The
Revolution created an orderly national code of cemual law, national uniformity of

weights and measures, the metric system of cailonlaand a national taxation law.
The state was sympathetic to bourgeoisie demandprétective tariffs. Often the

wealthy bourgeoisie now had a high standing inetgci
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The Revolution completed the process of serf enpation in France and created
peasant proprietors and rent-paying tenants. Framegged from the Revolution with

a numerous class of land proprietors. The land #®3ed or bought cheaply was a
striking gain to them, though a loss to the nolded the church. Henceforth the
peasants were conservatives in French politics.

However, the city workers and farm labourers withproperties gained little. They
were denied a vote and forbidden to form tradensio bargain collectively with the
employers. They complained that the bourgeoisie m@a8 oppressing them. Small
wonder then new doctrines appeared in the 19thupgngéspecially socialism, which
demanded among other things a more equal distobbuaf wealth through an
anti-bourgeoisie revolution.

Political influence of the French Revolution in Europe

The French Revolution inspired the bourgeoisie prdsantry of other European
countries where absolute monarchs and feudalismaired. They welcomed the

Revolution and Napoleon’s invading armies becalmsd forces helped destroy
feudalism and create the institutions of a modé¢ates Even though “restorations”

took place in these countries later, the new padsioliberty and nationalism sparked
off numerous revolutions in the 19th century. Faaie the uprising of the Spaniards
against Joseph Bonaparte in 1808. This was follolmedevolutionary disturbances

between 1820 and 1831 in such countries as Gréalyg,Spain, Belgium and Poland.
Finally came the “Year of Revolution” in 1848 whararly all European countries

were affected by liberal and nationalist revolusiohiberalism and nationalism had
become the driving forces of the 19th century.

| deological impact

New political ideas were popularized during thenétre Revolution. The rallying cry
of the French revolutionaries was “Liberty, Equadhd Fraternity.”

There were liberal advances but not yet democragie Revolution had put an end
to absolute monarchy. In place of the “Divine Righkings” the doctrine of the “will

of the people” or the *will of the nation” grippethe public mind. This was
understood to mean, first, defining and limitinge tbowers of government by a
constitution; and second, electing an assembladrgment. Free speech, freedom of
the press and freedom to form political partiesevseen as basic liberties and as
human rights.

The great democratic innovation “universal manhsodffrage” was not, however,
continued after its first practice in 1792 becatlmebourgeoisie did not want to grant
voting power to the unpropertied lower classes. événeless the idea went on
attracting the enfranchised lower classes througtin@ul9th century.

Equality — civic equality — the Revolution put andeto privileges and brought the

10
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aristocracies down to the social level of the comers. This was an equality of rights
and of opportunity in all aspects of life. Citizensre equal before the law, had equal
rights of access to promotion in the civil senaza equal right to travel and to secure
an education.

Fraternity — nationalism — in the past, patriotigxisted on a local basis. People
were loyal to their immediate feudal lords. Durthg Revolution the removal of class
privileges in France, the abolition of feudal proses and the existence of threats at
home and abroad all contributed to the growth attionalism” and “brotherhood” of
Frenchmen. Nationalists in other countries werewas| affected first by the
revolutionary ideas and later by Napoleon’s deeds.

Few have condemned the overthrow of the absoluteanshy, but agreement ends
there. Disputes rage between republicans and muastecliberals and conservatives,
revolutionaries and reformers as to what kind ofegoment should have resulted.
Three main ideas have emerged that democrati@pshtary government is the best;
that yet another revolution is necessary to gagnsibcial justice that the bourgeoisie
denied to the lower classes; and that good goverhowild be expected only from a
leader-genius. All these ideas have its own adescat theory and in practice.

11
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Discuss the contributions of Napoleon Bonaparte to
the rise of nationalism in Europe.

In his “Memoirs” written on St. Helena, Napolegosed himself as the
champion of the French Revolution and of natiomaliertainly he had great
influence on the development of European natiomalis

Napoleon and France

In France, we need to understand the relationbbtgveen Napoleon and the
French Revolution. In pre-Revolution years, Fram@s a decentralized state with
strong regional tendencies. It meant that the geoplFrance owed their loyalties to
their feudal lords, and not to their country.

The Revolution and its turmoil turned France intmation state. The French
people were proud of their achievements and theg wletermined to protect what
they had achieved. Moreover, the policy mobiliZeel whole nation for war. As such,
nationalism began to emerge in France.

In the Napoleonic era, this tendency was strengitheliVhen Napoleon ruled
France, he gave the country a modem and centrafjaedrnment. When Napoleon
went to war, he mobilized the whole nation to figlglainst the enemies of France.
When Napoleon brought military victories, the whobgion was filled with pride and
patriotism. Finally when Napoleon fell from pow#ne Napoleonic Legend lingered,
reminding the French people of past glories andtgess. In short, Napoleon aroused
nationalism and chauvinism in France and gave twintry the basis of a
nation-state.

Napoleon and the Powers

The slogan “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” wasade use of by Napoleon
when he went to war with the monarchs of the gReaters. Certainly he helped to
end many abuses of the Ancient Regime in countmeter French control. He also
built up efficient governments, introduced reforam&l abolished feudalism.

Yet Napoleon invoked the spirit of nationalism agaihimself, particularly in
Spain and Germany, because of his unwise polities.first was his desire to make
his enemies pay for the wars. After defeating tlosvgrs, he imposed on them
humiliating treaties which forced them to supplsgnhwith money and men and to cede
him territories. Such harshness led people in timgjgered states, particularly Prussia,
to try to strengthen their governments and to thodiwrench rule.

A second unwise policy was Napoleon’'s dynastic glesi He forced other
countries to accept his brothers or French genesatsilers. Thus, his brother Joseph
had been made the king of Naples, and later thg &irSpain; his brother Louis the
king of Holland; his brother Jerome the king of \fpéslia; and Marshal Murat the
king of Naples. These measures aroused the petupfese themselves from French
domination. Consequently, wars were waged agairsgioon, and the Peninsula
War (1808-13) was a good example.

12
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A third unwise policy was Napoleon’s desire to mék&ope a single, united
entity under French influence. He therefore forodider countries to remodel their
institutions on French lines and to accept the Dental System. Such actions caused
the conquered nations to respond by identifyingirthedependence with the
preservation of their customs, histories and sagetg To get rid of foreign
domination was the rallying cry of many Europeamrdaes. In October 1813 the
Battle of the Nations was fought at Leipzig. Napolevas defeated by an allied army
of half a million men. The other countries hadaat Idefeated Napoleonic France and
reasserted their national sovereignty.

Napoleon and new states

In pre-Napoleon times, both Italy and Germany waeentralized and ruled by
alien powers. Napoleon at first secured the suppfaitte German and Italian peoples
by promising them the overthrow of tyranny. His ading armies were treated as
liberators.

Napoleon then proceeded to institute reforms andtdeal re-arrangement in
these countries. He reduced the number of sovestadas in Germany and created a
Confederation of the Rhine; he also aided uniftcain Italy by the creation of the
North Italian Kingdom.

Yet Napoleon’s looting policy (by 1812 Italy wasngéeng 2/3 of her revenue to
France) and dynastic designs angered the Italiach$Srmans. They decided to over-
throw another alien and despotic rule — that ohEea

The Congress of Vienna in 1815, however, frustrabeditalians and Germans.
Italy was again divided and dominated by Austriche Tre-structured German
Confederation was practically powerless, preserainly a vague image of unity. Yet
the memories and facts of unification during thepdlaonic era lingered on. In the
19th century, both the German and Italian natist&lcontinued their struggle for
unification and independence.

Napoleon also encouraged Polish nationalism byngitine Poles the illusion of
independence in the Grand Duchy of Warsaw. WhenCitvegress of Vienna again
partitioned Poland, the Poles were disappointedthay persisted in a struggle for
independence.

We have seen how great a change Napoleon had krdoghEuropean
nationalism. He quickened the forces of changeaselé by the French Revolution.
His conquering armies caused an upsurge of naisonalivherever they went. The
attempt at restoration in the Vienna Congress coaltbnger hold these forces at bay
for long.
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